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Principal’s Letter 
 

 
Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 

On Monday afternoon I had great pleasure in welcoming invited guests; Mrs 
Fiona Cavanagh, Principal of Glenfield Primary, Mr Ted Benton Principal of 
Glenfield College and their Head Boy and Girl; Mrs Bridgette Ferguson, 
Chairperson of the Board of Trustees, Board of Trustee Members, Staff, 
Parents and Students to our 2009 Prizegiving. 
 

Prize-giving was not only a celebration of outstanding student achievement 
but an opportunity to showcase the amazing talents and abilities of our   
students.  It is a significant event in our school year. 
 

I recently had the pleasure of attending the Glenfield College’s junior prizegiv-
ing. It was wonderful to see so many of our past students receiving accolades 
for their achievements. 
 

Here is an excerpt from my speech to our students. 
 

Students: 
“teachers open the door but you must enter by yourself”.  All the students of 
this school have many opportunities to enter many doors.  Your teachers are 
committed to trying to inspire in you a strong belief in your ability to succeed, 
and a lifetime commitment to good learning.  We see students making the 
most of these opportunities, not only entering doors, but also sometimes 
finding new doors for themselves. 
 

Those students who receive awards today have certainly seized the many 
opportunities, and have earned our admiration and respect.  To excel at 
school takes determination, effort and a positive attitude.  Congratulations on 
your success. 
 
At the end of the day, we can have the most dedicated teachers, the most 
supportive parents, and the best schools in the world – and none of it will 
matter unless all of you fulfil your responsibilities.  Unless you show up to 
those schools; pay attention to those teachers; listen to your parents,    
grandparents and other adults; and put in the hard work it takes to succeed.   
 

And that is what I want to focus on today:  the responsibility of each of you 
has for your education.  I want to start with the responsibility you have to 
yourself.  Every single one of you has something you are good at.  Every 
single one of you has something to offer.  And you have a responsibility to 
yourself to discover what that is.  That is the opportunity an education can 
provide. 
 

And no matter what you want to do with your life I guarantee that you will 
need an education to do it.  You want to be a doctor, or a teacher, or a police 
officer?  You want to be a nurse or plumber, an architect, a lawyer or a   
member of our army or navy? You are going to need a good education for 
every single one of those careers.  You cannot drop out of school and just 
drop into a good job.  You have got to work for it and train for it and learn for 
it. 
 

And this is not just important for your own life and your own future.  What you 
make of your education will decide nothing less than the future of this     
country.  What you are learning in school today will determine whether we as 
a nation can meet our greatest challenges in the future. 
 

You will need the knowledge and problem-solving skills you learn in science 
and math to cure diseases like cancer and AIDS, and to develop new energy 
technologies and protect our environment.  You will need the insights and 
critical thinking skills you gain in social sciences to fight poverty and home-
lessness, crime and discrimination. You will need the creativity and ingenuity 
you develop in all your classes to build new companies that will create new 
jobs and boost our economy. 
 

Through 2009 our processes and practices have been underpinned by our 
Strategic Vision— 
 

¨ to be the preferred provider of a ‘middle years’ education for our 
community 

¨ to deliver an academic programme that aims to develop students 
who are literate and numerate in all disciplines, know how to think 
critically, lead a healthy life, behave ethically and assume      re-
sponsibility for citizenship 

¨ to promote quality teaching which focuses on student       achieve-
ment and is responsive to student learning processes 

¨ to ensure effective links are created between home and school and 
other cultural contexts.  

¨ to develop cluster alignment to optimise student learning within the 
Glenfield Learning Community 

¨ to staff our school with people who are expert at teaching young 
adolescents 

¨ and to provide an environment which supports quality teaching and 
learning. 

 

We understand that ‘while you maybe all in the same room, you are not in 
the same place’ 
 

Nowadays, at schools such as ours, it is accepted that we must deliver 
what students need in order to develop their own abilities.  Whilst our ap-
proach is caring and accepting, it is also challenging and about setting 
boundaries.  The end point however, is to have students leave us who are 
confident,  considerate and compassionate young people, ready for life and 
work beyond school. 
 

We need to have a learning society in which self development and life long 
learning are core values.  We can predict that leaders of the 21st Century 
will need to be communicators, team players, be able to be adaptable, 
critical thinkers, motivators, have personal integrity, energy and self confi-
dence.  In other words, we need the ethic of enterprise, initiative and spirit 
that takes on the world. 
 

Glenfield Intermediate students and their families have much to be proud of.  
Throughout the year the students have not only represented the school in a 
wide range of sporting codes, at zone, Auckland and National level, at 
teacher conferences, art exhibitions, music events; through leadership    
opportunities, learning celebrations and cultural festivals, but on a day to 
day basis in the community.  It is wonderful when people in our community, 
take the time to acknowledge either a particular student or a group of   
students positive deeds.   
 

Our sports dinner last Wednesday evening was certainly testament to our 
students’ successes outside of the classroom, on the fields and courts.  
Students’ notable achievements have filled our newsletters.  We would not 
have achieved these successes without the dedication of our teachers, 
students and their families. 
 

Our vision for everyone of you, is that you:  
 

¨ will be creative, energetic, and enterprising; 
¨ you will seize the opportunities offered by new knowledge and 

technologies to secure a sustainable social, cultural, economic, 
and environmental future for our country; 

¨ will work to create an Aotearoa New Zealand in which Maori and 
Pakeha recognise each other as full Treaty partners, and in which 
all cultures are valued for the contributions they bring; 

¨ will continue to develop the values, knowledge, and competencies 
that will enable you to live full and satisfying lives; 

¨ and you will be confident, connected, actively involved, and lifelong 
learners. 
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A key focus in 2009 has also been to continue to develop students as    
leaders.  This year our prefects, Saunte Kohler, Sara Edwards, Ashveer 
Singh and William Fonokalafi have spent the year shaping their roles.  I 
would like to congratulate these four young people on the high level of   
commitment they have demonstrated throughout the year.  We have also 
continued to foster leadership at both the house and class levels. 
 
Leadership is the key to everything.  It is all about leadership.  We need 
leadership in the life of our nation.  We need personal leadership in our own 
lives.  Students you must become your own leader and make sure you go in 
the right direction.  You must also, as the new generation, decide what kinds 
of leaders you want in your life and encourage those among you, who show 
those qualities of leadership. 
 
Glenfield Intermediate School is committed to valuing and promoting      
leadership.  I trust that when you leave us here that you will all accept the 
responsibility to become leaders in your own lives and the life of your     
communities.  Then we as your teachers will know you have learned the 
lessons we have tried to teach you here and leave this school to help build a 
better community. 
 
I would like to acknowledge our Associate Principal, Mrs Brenda McPherson. 
Mrs McPherson works in a myriad of ways to ensure all students maximise 
their educational opportunities at Glenfield Intermediate.  She keeps you 
connected, supports each of you to meet standards-not only academic   
standards but personal ones. She challenges you to stay true to your own 
values and beliefs and she inspires you to take ownership of your world.  
 
I would like to acknowledge our Dean, Mrs Mouw-Smith, and the House 
Leaders, Mrs Kurvink, Mrs Holly and Mrs Somerville-Smith; as well as Mr 
Peterson, Miss Ferris, Miss Youle and Mrs Stevenson whom are also part of 
the leadership team and the teachers and teacher-aides for providing such a 
nurturing environment. Mrs Kurvink has been at Glenfield Intermediate for 
the past 10 years and she is leaving us to take up a position at the national 
level in education, working in a field she is passionate about—Literacy. We 
wish her well. 
 
To my ancillary staff, thank you for the very many ways in which you all  
contribute to our ability to provide a quality, nurturing learning environment 
for our students and connect with the wider community.  
 
You have all shown a huge commitment over this past year across all areas 
and I am truly grateful.  You are not only passionate about student learning 
but about their welfare and all of you have made a difference for each and 
every student in this hall. 
 
Students – your teachers, they have opened your eyes to the world.  They 
have given you curiosity and confidence.  They have taught you to ask  
questions and they have connected you to the future.  The teachers that 
have crossed your paths at Glenfield Intermediate School will stay with you.  
They have listened to you say: 
 
 ‘As I grow, push but do not shove; talk but do not scream; teach but do not 
lecture; hold me but let me go when I want to go; guide me but don’t live my 
life for me; and most important of all – always respect me’ 
 
To our Year 8 students, over the past two years you have been on a learning 
journey.  Glenfield Intermediate School has provided you with some amazing 
experiences.  You have been nurtured and challenged.  You have gained a 
rich repertoire of skills and dispositions that will underpin the years ahead of 
you.  We are grateful for each and everyone of you, for who you have been 
and who you are becoming, for the personalities and many talents you have 
brought to this place, for your energy and commitment, your creativity and 
the countless ways in which you have enriched us all, while you have been 
involved in learning 
 
 

To all students leave here today with the belief that each and everyone of 
you is believed in, valued, and respected for who you are not what you 
may have done.   
 
Mahia nga mahi kei tamariki ana 
Make the most of your youth 
 
To our parent community, thank you for the very many ways that you have 
supported your child’s learning.  Over the past year we have enjoyed a 
very positive relationship – one that is critical to student success. 
 
Thank you not only to those parents who do celebrate with us, but also to 
those who take the time to provide us with feedback.  Believe me – it is 
valued. 
 
Kia kotahi te hoe 
Man the paddling be in unison 
 
To my Board of Trustees, thank you.  You have provided these young 
people with a huge range of opportunities.  Your work, much of which is 
behind the scenes, has made a difference. 
 
Finally, I wish each and everyone of you, best wishes for the holiday 
break. 
 
Safe journeys 
 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Raewyn Matthys-Morris 
Principal 
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Term Dates 2010 
 

Parent Interviews.......Tuesday/Wednesday 2/3 February 
Term 1 begins..................................Thursday 4 February 
Board of Trustees’ meeting ………..Tuesday 9 February 
Term 1 ends............................................Thursday 1 April 
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Thursday 4 February 2010 
 

Year 8 start—9.00am 
Year 7 start—11.00am 

 
Individual Parent–Teacher– 

Student interviews 
 

Appointment times will be mailed to  
all students enrolled.  

 

Stationery will be sold at the school  
on these two days  

 
Tuesday 2 February 

Wednesday 3 February 2010 
 

The uniform shop will be open daily  
9 am – 3 pm 

from Tuesday 26 January 2010 
 

International Students need to be enrolled  
2 days prior to start date 

 
AUCKLAND REGIONAL DENTAL SERVICE 

 
Our services are provided FREE to all pre-school, 

primary and intermediate school children. 
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A list of open clinics is also available on the website: 

www.ards.co.nz  
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CONGRATULATIONS TO 
 GLENFIELD INTERMEDIATE 

2009 PRIZE WINNERS 
 

Class Awards 
 
Koputahi  

Emma Gailer, Sarah Rizwan, Javy Aranas,  
Lorna Selby,  Hope Taulamago, Fenn-J Sapon,  
Joelson Villanueva, Trisha Emperado, Harvey 
Brahne, Bryce Milham 
 

Huritao 
Te Ruahine Turner, Jessica Curtis, Judith Vellejos, 
Aldwin Matawaran, William Fonokalafi,  
Elizabeth Rolph, Monique Flatman, Zach Turner, 
Kylie Heihei-Watson, Hiraina Woodbury 
 

Wairau 
Anna Henderson, Veronika Alcoba, Emma Clough, 
Claude Mitchell, Trent Ormsby, Jazmin Couper,  
John Rocreo, Kayla Parker 
 

Rauhanga 
Victoria Lockhart, Michael Linngoputro, Debbie Zhao, 
Nadine Wriesnik, Juancho Soriano, Tiffany Alodia, 
Ashleigh Scanlan, Campbell Crump 
 

************************************************************************** 
Cup Winners 

 
Kapa Haka Boys – Logan Fox 
 
Kapa Haka Girls - Grace Pehi 
 
Te Ao Maori Award - Tayla Topine 
 
McKay Cup - Lisa Kang 
 
Year 7 Art Award - David Afaese 
 
Food Technology Cup - Anna Henderson 
 
Hard Materials Technology Cup - Ryan Sleith 
 
Gable Cup - Nadine Wriesnik 
 
Music Cup - Olivia McNeil and Jarrod Baynes 
 
Education Outside the Classroom Award - Paul Kim 
 
Library Cup - Sean Herbert 
 
Community Constable’s Award - David Afaese 

Beale Cup - Induja Rasanathan 
 
Year 7 Leadership Award - Raiha Stevens,  
Bianca Ibarra, Bryce Milhan, David Afaese 
 
McGregor Trophy for Sportsmanship - Jonathan Ross 
 
Palmer-Williams Cup - Bianca Oram 
 
Cooksley Cup - William Fonokalafi 
 
English Cup - Clair Wang 
 
Mathematics Cup - Clark Tanumihardja 
 
Social Studies Cup - Induja Rasanathan 
 
Science Cup - Saunte Kohler 
 
Fonokalafi Cup - Saunte Kohler 
 
McDonald Cup—ESOL - Nicolas Waszczinski 
 
Cleave McKeller Richwhite Memorial Prize -  
    Adriana Unga and Harvey Brahne 
 
Glenfield College Scholarship Awards -   
  Celeste Smith-Kosene, William Fonokalafi 
 
Waitemata District Health—Mo Wai Te Ora Award -  
  Tyla Goodsell-Matthews 
 
Principal’s Cup Year 7 - Raiha Stevens 
 
Principal’s Cup Year 8 - Ian Isaac 
 
Hounsell Challenge Cup -  Connor Read 
 
Chivalry Cup - Mia Goodsell-Matthews and  
   Ashleigh Scanlan 
 
Anniversary Cup - Donnelle Thomas 
 
Hume Family Cup - Debbie Zhao 
 
Chinook Cup - Clair Wang 
 
Lions Shield - Wairua �


